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Budget passes; education
cut by additional 3 percent

Western sees additional $2.5 million cuts
MICHELLE DAY
Herald reporter
After much cutting and pasting, arguments
and compromise, legislators finally came up
with a state budget, and both houses voted on
it yesterday.
The budget passed on a 35-3 vote in the
Senate and a 74-21 vote in the House.
The final budget cuts funding to postsecondary
education by 3 percent, down from the 12 percent
cut proposed by Gov. Steve Beshear’s budget.
It also approves some capital construction
projects that were vetoed by former Gov. Ernie

Fletcher in 2006 and sets aside $60 million for
Bucks for Brains.
For Western, that means a cut of about $2.5
million, Robbin Taylor, assistant to the president
for governmental relations, stated in an e-mail.
It also gives Western $10 million from
Bucks for Brains and approval of parking
improvement and renovation of Van Meter
Hall, Preston Center and the fine arts center,
Taylor stated.
This makes the total cut to Western 6 percent,
3 percent from a mandatory immediate cut
ordered by Beshear on Dec. 21, 2007 and the
3 percent cut from the budget beginning next
fiscal year.
See BUDGET,
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LUKE SHARRETT/HERALD

Senior guard Courtney Lee embraces coach Darrin Horn after the
Hilltoppers’ claim the Sun Belt Championship.

HORN TAKES OVER AT SOUTH CAROLINA
For the full story on former coach Darrin Horn’s
departure from Western, see PAgE 12.

Strow calls
for merger
study
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Weaving

Girl Scouts earn merit
badge with help from
art department. PAGE 8
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LARRY ROWELL
Herald reporter

▼

On Tuesday

A look at the Tom-Tom
Club, a newspaper
run by preteens seven
decades ago, and the
issues facing local
media then and now.
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ONLINE
Basketball

Look for updates on the
WKU men’s basketball
coaching search.

▼
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Visual Voice

Multimedia, photo
galleries, slideshows
& more.

AARON BORTON/HERALD

Tedde Harden (left) and Johnathon Boles (right) embrace after Boles is announced the
new president of the Student Government Association.

PRESIDENT

3

JOHNATHON
BOLES
850 votes

TEDDE
HARDEN
634 votes

ADMINISTRATIVE VICE

3

www.chherald.com

SKYLAR
JORDAN
656 votes
E-mail us at
investigate@chherald.com

WEATHER
THURSDAY

61o/58o
FRIDAY

SATURDAY

62o/45o
SUNDAY

69o/52o
MONDAY

66 /45
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EXECUTIVE VICE

3

KAYLA
SHELTON
770 votes

KEVIN
SMILEY
689 votes

SENATORS

61o/46o

o

REGAN
GILLEY
772 votes

o

Jessica Acosta
Amanda Beers
Katie Bennett
Sarah Bertke
Wes Calhoun
Jesse Caylor
Joey Coe
Jennifer Dooper
Nathan Eaton
Drew Eclov
Charlie Harris
Reginald Lane
Ben Lineweaver
Brandon Logan

Jamie Lokey
Devin Moran
Wade Pierce
Kimberlee Robinson
Blaine Routt
Vanessa Scott
LaDarra Starkey
Katherine Smith
Jacob Turner
Jessica VanWinkle
Matt Vaughan
Bradley Venable
Brittany-Ann Wick

*According to the SGA Web site, a judicial
ruling on tied candidates Meggan Selzer and
Joshua Fries is coming soon.

SGA 2008

Election results announced, challenged
HOLLY BROWN
&NEIL SIDERS
Herald reporters
About 30 minutes after midnight,
in a room cramped with pizza-eating
students and senators on the first floor
of the Downing University Center, the
results of this year’s Student Government
Association election were announced.
Johnathon Boles will be the new SGA
president with 850 votes.
Reagan Gilley is the new administrative
vice president with 772 votes and with
770 votes, Kayla Shelton is the new
executive vice president. Her opponent,
Kevin Smiley, got 689 votes.
There was a tie for one of the 28
senatorial seats. The judicial council will
call a meeting for next week to determine
who gets the seat.
The new executive officers will take
office April 29 at the SGA banquet.
“I’m honored to be elected by the
student body,” Boles said after the results
were announced. “I want them to know
they can place their trust in me.”

Boles’ opponent Tedde Harden got
634 votes.
Boles said he wants Harden and Smiley
to apply for a position within the SGA.
Harden and Smiley both said they
plan on applying for positions within the
SGA.
Harden said he also plans to form
a committee called the Student Action
Committee, which would attempt to
work with the SGA on increasing student
involvement and representation.
“We would have started it even if we
won all the positions,” he said.
He said he is happy with the results
of the election and that he believes Boles
will serve the student body well.
Gilley’s victory in the AVP race was
most important to the Red Towel Party
agenda, Harden said.
The position of AVP has the greatest
influence on funds and the Red Towel
Party is concerned with setting up a more
accountable system regarding the use of
funds by the SGA, he said.
S e e R E S U LT S ,

page
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Academy students meet with SGA about representation
NEIL SIDERS
Herald reporter
Two Academy of Math and Science
students came to Tuesday’s Student
Government Association senate meeting
to discuss academy student representation
in SGA and the integration of academy
students into Western society.
Sam Sosa and Quentin Walker,
both juniors at the academy, answered
questions from student senators ranging
from “how does a high school student
apply for entrance into the academy?” to
“what do students from the academy do
for transportation?”
Sosa and Walker both said that the
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biggest problem that they had integrating
with the Western populations was the
early curfew, which caused students to
be excluded form some organizational
events that required late nights.
Walker said that the curfew had also
interfered with his photography class.
Neither student was active in the
academy’s student government but
they did address the idea of academy
representation saying that they agreed with
the solution discussed at SGA debates on
March 25, to allow two senate seats for
the two highest ranking officers of the
academy’s student government.
See ACADEMY,

page
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A Bowling Green City
Commissioner proposed opening
formal discussions regarding a
merger of the city and county
governments,
despite
stiff
opposition toward the idea in the
past.
Brian Strow, in Tuesday
afternoon’s non-voting commission
work schedule at City Hall, briefly
outlined potential benefits of a
metro merger and then asked
fellow city commissioners to study
the idea.
But by the time two other
agenda items had been dealt with,
about five people remained to hear
the proposal, Strow said.
City commissioners were
asked to submit questions they
have about a merger to the city
manager, who will then have some
basis for getting a cost estimate for
the merger study, Strow said.
He proposed that the city get an
estimate of the cost of the study
from Western’s Center for Local
Government.
In a paper
distributed at
the afternoon
meeting, Strow
stated
that
“unification
for the sake
of unification
is pointless.
Unification
that raises taxes
on citizens is
irresponsible
government.”
“ N o t
unifying if it
— Joe Denning
would save
Commissioner
the taxpayers
money is not
good stewardship of the public
treasury,” Strow stated, adding
“that a study of the issue is indeed
warranted.”
Commissioner Bruce Wilkerson
agreed with Strow.
He said it’s time the issue be
studied to look for cost efficiencies
in government.
Strow stated that potential
benefits
would
improve
transparency and accountability of
local government as well as more
efficiently bringing about road
improvements.
He said it would allow more
people who pay the occupational
tax to have a voice in how the
money is spent.
Commissioner Joe Denning
disagreed with Strow’s proposed
study.
“I’ve been here 16 years, and
I’ve never had a citizen make a
request of me for the merger of the
governments,” Denning said.
Denning said he doesn’t see the
need to discuss the issue.

“We have
two good
governments
at this time
and that
closes the
door on the
merger
situation.”

See MERGER,

page
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thousand words
BRENDAN SULLIVAN

SUDOKU

t

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 through 9 with no repeats.

Crime reports

Solution, tips and
computer program at
www.sudoku.com

Reports

u Caitlin Reed, Georgetown, reported on
March 30 the theft of a registration plate from
her car in Poland Lot. The value of the theft was
$30.

(Above) Saudi Arabia native Sultan Alotaibi sips coffee while his friend Mohammad Almutairi waves to a friend who passes
by their apartment on March 27. (Below) After drinking all the coffee from their cups known as Fenjale, they stacked them on
their blanket as they continue to speak in their native tongue of Arabic.

O

Arrests

n Thursday afternoon,
three male freshmen from
Saudi Arabia relaxed
on a blanket in front of
their apartment on Normal Street.
They took advantage of the beautiful spring weather that reached
Bowling Green that afternoon by
eating prunes and drinking coffee
known as “Gahowah” from their
cups known as “Fenjale.” They
added a green seed to the coffee for
flavor, named “Heel,” which they
drink daily.
“We came here to the United
States because of how advanced
the technology is here,” said
Mohammad Almutairi, a student
from Al Fouzan, Saudi Arabia,
majoring in management informa-

u Jeremy C. Waddell, Horse Cave, was
arrested on April 2 on Chestnut Street on charges
of speeding and driving under the influence. He
was released from the Warren County Regional
Jail the same day on a $750 unsecured bond.
u John K. Harralson, Owensboro, was arrested on March 30 on Chestnut Street on charges
of alcohol intoxication in a public place. He was
released from the Warren County jail after five
hours.
u Monty J. Anderson, Bowling Green, was
arrested on March 28 in Grise Hall on charges
of alcohol intoxication in a public place. He was
released from the Warren County jail after five
hours.

Work at the Herald

wkuherald.com/apply

tion systems. “This country is also
a great place for education and
study.”
Almutairi lives with a host family in Bowling Green.
“It’s rough at times here, being
that I am so independent here, but
my American family here helps me
work things out,” Almutairi said.
All three of the students are on a
full-ride scholarship given from the
Saudi government.
“I have 10 brothers and four
sisters back at home, some of them
are jealous of me and some are
not,” said Sultan Alotaibi, a 23year-old corporate organization and
communication major. “The thing I
miss the most about back home is
my family.”

Applications due April 25th
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CAMPUS LIFE

+VTUMJLFZPVSNPNµT

Home

cooking.
8FMM0, NBZCFZPVSHSBOENPUIFSµT

M-F 9:00-8:00
Sat 10:00-3:00

830 Fairview ave.,
Bowling green, KY 42101

{t} 270-782-9366
{F} 270-782-9367

XXX$BNCSJEHF.BSLFU"OE$BGFDPN

'SFF.FBM

MARY POWERS/HERAld

Human rights advocate Gloria Steinem speaks at Van Meter Auditorium on Tuesday. Steinem’s presentation, “The longest Revolution: Where Are We Going?” touched on current political and societybased issues.

XJUIQVSDIBTFPGBOPUIFSNFBMBUFRVBMPSMFTTFSWBMVF
XXX$BNCSJEHF.BSLFU"OE$BGFDPN

Dine in only. Present coupon when ordering. One coupon per customer, per visit.
Meal consist of an entree, two sides and a drink. Not valid with any other offer or coupon. Offer expires 4-15-08

Steinem challenges crowd
to simple act of rebellion

JOSH MOORE
Herald reporter
Gloria Steinem told a packed
audience Tuesday night that
sexism and racism are linked,
despite the media portraying
them as competing against each
other in this year’s Democratic
presidential nomination race.
“All struggles for social justice are connected,” she said.
“What we strive for is connected to what our neighbor is
striving for.”
Laughter and applause erupted from the audience, which
overflowed into the balcony of
Van Meter Auditorium.
The feminist leader and writer spoke as part of the Cultural
Enhancement Series.
Steinem said there’s a lot of
excitement about the 2008 presidential election that she hasn’t
previously witnessed.
“There is also a new understanding, I hope, that we have
been looking in the past at an
excellent talent pool but a very
limited one,” she said. “One
limited by gender, by race, by
class. This time the talent pool
has somewhat expanded.”
It’s important that we can
finally consider the country’s
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whole talent pool when choosing a president, she said.
Hawesville graduate student Rose Nash said Steinem’s
thoughts on the history of racial
and sexual boundaries were timely with the presidential race.
“We all think that the sexual
problems and the sexual revolution started in the ‘60s, but
the problem has been building
for years,” Nash said. “We’re
finally to a place where we can
do something about it.”
Steinem has been a leader
of the women’s movement for
decades. She started as a journalist in 1963 and later helped
create the Women’s Action
Alliance. In 1972, she founded
Ms. magazine.
Jane Olmsted, director of
the women’s studies program,
described Steinem as a public
spokeswoman, and a profound
thinker and beautiful writer.
“It would be hard to exaggerate what she’s done for the
women’s movement,” Olmsted
said.
The movement is related to
women being able to control
their own bodies, Steinem said.
“Reproductive freedom, the
right to have children as well
as not to have children, is a

fundamental human right, like
freedom of speech or freedom
of assembly,” she said.
Bowling Green sophomore
Melissa Rickman agreed.
“I think it’s really sad that a
lot of people don’t view that as
an inherent right that everyone
has,” she said.
Bowling Green senior
Crystal Kaya said it was a
“phenomenal” experience to
hear Steinem in person and
hoped some of Steinem’s passion rubbed off on her.
“As long as I can remember,
I have idolized Gloria Steinem,”
she said.
Steinem said that each person has the ability to create
change.
“Change is not easy,” she
said. “It is full of conflict and
friction, but it’s creative conflict
and friction. If dreams were
impossible, we couldn’t even
dream them.”
Steinem encouraged the
audience to perform one simple
act of rebellion, and she promised to do the same.
“By Thursday, the world will
be a better place,” she said.
Reach Josh Moore
at news@chherald.com.
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Horn getting a pay
raise.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

BOTTOMS to
Horn's pay raise
being at University
of South Carolina.
TOPS to Gloria
Steinem coming to
Western.
BOTTOMS to
women still not
achieving complete
equality.
TOPS to WKU
public radio earning 12 Associated
Press Awards.
BOTTOMS to
Kentucky lawmakers for agreeing
to an additional
3 percent cut to
universities.
TOPS to WKU's
Panhellenic Association for receiving
an award from the
Southeast Panhellenic Association
for scholarship
programing.
BOTTOMS to
parking lots for
closing and making
the parking hunt
even harder.
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SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries
on topics of public
interest. Here are a
few guidelines:
1. Letters should not
exceed 250 words, and
commentaries should be
700-800 words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don’t submit plagiarized
work.
3. For verification, letters
and commentaries MUST
include your name, phone
number, home town and
classification or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does
NOT print libelous submissions.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed
in this newspaper
DO NOT reflect those of
Western’s employees
or of its administration.

Horn's success is our success
Speculation that men’s basketball coach Darrin Horn was going to
leave Western for the University of South Carolina spread like wild fire
following Thursday’s loss against UCLA. It was not until Monday afternoon that Athletics Director Wood Selig confirmed Horn’s decision to
leave, and since the news broke, Hilltoppers have been abuzz with chatter both supporting and cursing Horn for his decision to leave.
Unfortunately, the loss of good coaches is a trend in Western’s
sports. Dennis Felton, Ralph Willard, Gene Keady and Clem Haskins
are all Western coaches who have left for better jobs at bigger programs.
The problem is we don’t have the funding, prestige and league affiliation to keep our great coaches' eyes from wandering.
Western fans should remember this before they cast stones at
departing coaches. It takes more than loyalty, fan base and a love for
Kentucky’s rolling hills to keep a young coach at the height of his career
from seeking a better deal.
The problem does not lie with the talent or the facilities. It's about

money and the Sun Belt Conference. If Western wants to be able to
compete with more prestigious schools, the university needs to graduate
from the Sun Belt Conference to at least the Mid-American Conference.
Even if we wanted to move up in conference, we are bound by contract
to remain in the Sun Belt until 2013.
Obviously people are upset that Horn is leaving. He took Western the
deepest into the NCAA tournament since 1993 when he himself played
for Western.
The Herald is proud of Horn’s accomplishments and wishes him the
best of luck. After all, his success is our success, and as a graduate of
Western, he is a part of our family. His Western degree is something
that he will carry with him wherever he goes.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald's
10-member editorial board.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
An instrument for your voice

The election is over. I am honored and
humbled to have been elected to the office
of President of the Student Government
Association. My campaign pledge was to
serve as the spokesperson for the student
body, and I vow to uphold that pledge. I
will be the instrument for YOUR voices
to resonate through. I will be the nagging
whisper, or, if need be, the bullhorn, in the
ear of those who need to hear you.
I have many ideas for expanding the
voice of Western’s student body beyond
the limits of this campus. The work of
presenting our grievances to state officials is far from done. I will not accept,
as I know you will not, that lowering the
amount of the funding cut from 12 percent
to 3 percent is acceptable. No decrease in
funding is acceptable! There are many
other items on my agenda, but it is too
soon to announce them.
The most immediate work that needs
to be done is to turn the passions of this
election, which, unfortunately led to divisiveness, into a unifying force. SGA is
about ALL students! The student body is
what drives this great university, and the
spirit that brings us together in our love
of Western can also heal the wounds of
the past week. I look forward to working with the others who were recently
elected as we attempt to refresh the spirit
of SGA. Always remember, this is your
Student Government, and those of us
charged with administering are forever
open to your concerns.
Again, thank you! Thank you to those
who supported me, and thank you to
those who did not for being involved
enough to take part!
Johnathon Boles
Elizabethtown, junior

Writer objects to 'girl' comment

First off, I will clarify that, although I
am writing about an editorial published in

the Herald on Tuesday, April 1, written by
the president of the Student Government
Association, I am not fully aware of the
situation that sparked the editorial, and it
is not my place to comment on that.
There was one line in the editorial,
however, that deeply offended me, and
which I do believe it is my place, as a
woman and as a supporter of women’s
rights, to point out. At the very end, the
writer made a plea for readers to understand her viewpoint because she is, and I
quote, “human (and a girl at that).” It is an
interesting word choice and the result is a
very loaded sentence, the connotations of
which are at the very least upsetting.
By calling upon her femininity, the
writer makes an assumption that is,
sadly, all too common in our culture.
This assumption is that women are more
vulnerable, emotional creatures — the
“weaker sex.”
Not only is this a stereotype, which
at a university — a marketplace of ideas
— we are taught to discredit, it is a stereotype that, as a president of the Student
Government Association, it does not even
make sense for the writer to play into.
In fact, the reality that she is serving her
time as the female leader of a student-run
organization that does have an important
role at the university actually undermines
the assumption that women are such emotional, vulnerable creatures. The use of the
phrase “human (and a girl at that)” seems
completely uncalled for.
The use of such a phrase is also uncalled
for because it is unfair to perpetuate this
stereotype through reinforcing it, unfair
for an entire section of the population —
statistically, over half. Only slightly more
than a century ago, women could not
even attend a university, and their options
in life were very limited. We should be
proud of the work that those who have
come before us have done, to raise the
status of women and to give them — us
— the freedom to accomplish anything
today. One of the ways we should show

this pride is through our strength, and our
ability to break away from the oppression
and the stigma of female stereotypes.
There really are people who still mistakenly buy into these stereotypes, and those
people need to be proven wrong.
It’s ironic that this editorial was run
on the day that Gloria Steinem, one of the
leaders of the women’s liberation movement, came to our campus to discuss
what lies ahead for the feminist movement. It’s clear that we still have some
terrain to cover.
If there’s anything that I really, truly
believe, it’s that being a feminist is not
something to be afraid of. We, as women,
owe it to ourselves to keep and enjoy the
respect that we have earned and which
we deserved all along. Feminism is not
an ugly thing. It is a feeling of power,
and respect, and pride in who you are,
nothing less. It is a belief in equality and
in accomplishment.
Ms. Steinem concluded her lecture
with an agreement between herself and
all the attendees —t hat, after we left
Van Meter Hall, we would each find a
way to make our own “little rebellion,”
to challenge these ideas. You are reading
my personal act of rebellion. Indeed, Ms.
Steinem promised that if we followed
through with this, we would find that the
world would be a slightly better place for
us, and that is all I am trying to do.
What the world needs is a little more
respect for people of all genders, races,
classes, age levels. We need to respect
others, and to respect ourselves, as
women, as human beings, to experience a
little bit of positive reinforcement. We’ve
taken so many steps forward; there is no
need to take any steps back.
Of course, even if I am only human
and a girl at that, feel free to raise your
objections I’ll be sure to take them like
a woman.
Heather Funk
Louisville, sophomore

Home shouldn't have a price tag;
graduate feels betrayed

“This is home for me. It’s where I
met my wife and where I graduated
from. This is where my heart is. This is
where my pride is, and this is where my
passion is.”
These are the words Darrin Horn
spoke his first day back on the Hill,
April 15, 2003.
“It’s good to be home,” Horn said
moments after being hired. Last time I
checked, Darrin, you don’t leave “home”
first chance you get.
I’d understand if it was Indiana, an
elite program, but South Carolina—
they’ve only made the NCAA
Tournament four times since 1974!
You’re skipping town on the first offer;
you couldn’t wait to leave.
“This is where my heart is.” Heart.
Yeah right. Maybe if you define “heart”
as the means to an end toward a bigger
paycheck. What a crock.
Wood Selig said we made a competitive offer to keep you. If you really
wanted to stay, if this is where your
heart really was, you would’ve stayed.
You could’ve stayed at Western until
the end of time. There would’ve been
buildings named after you.
Take him, Gamecocks. Have fun
with a coach who choked in the Sun
Belt Tournament and lost early in
the NIT three years in a row. Enjoy
a coach who never won his division.
Good riddance.
I feel betrayed by one of my own. I
expected this from Willard & Felton,
neither WKU grads, not from you.
Benedict Horn, that’s what I’ll call you.
I’ll take pride and passion in beating
the crap out of your sorry Gamecocks
the next four years.
Michael Reuter
Birmingham, Ala., graduate
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Members of the HouseSenate State Budget Conference
Committee worked straight
through Monday night until
7 a.m. Tuesday to resolve
differences between the two
versions each house passed.
Higher education is basically
getting what the Senate proposed
in its budget, Taylor stated.
She stated it’s important to
remember that at the beginning
of the budget process, Western
was facing a potential 15 percent
budget reduction, so there has
been significant progress.
“I have worked closely with
our legislators over the past
several weeks as they have
struggled to put this budget
together, and they deserve

Results
Continued

from page

1

Gilley’s opponent Skylar
Jordan filed a complaint with
Chief Justice Brian Fischer at
6:21 p.m. Tuesday contesting
the election on the grounds
that a polling station set up by
a resident assistant in Minton
Hall might have been set up by
Red Towel supporters. Jordan
got 656 votes.
According to SGA procedure,
Jordan has five days from
the election to file the official
complaint in writing to the
judicial committee.
Jordan said he is filing the
complaint against all three
members of the Red Towel Party.

AcAdemy
Continued
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Sosa asked SGA to send a
representative to the academy
to discuss ideas that would
strengthen their SGA.
“I feel that the academy’s
SGA has been placed on the
back burner,” said Sosa.

For A

our thanks for making higher
education a priority in an
incredibly challenging fiscal
environment,” she stated.
The budget doesn’t include
any tax increases such as those
proposed by the House that the
Senate refused to pass. It does
include debt restructuring, which
was a House budget proposal.
It would increase the lottery
contribution to the state by $7
million each year. The Senate’s
budget had proposed increasing
the contribution by $55 million
each year, which House members
argued was impractical.
The budget also includes not
filling about 3,400 jobs after
state employees retire.
It was expected that the Senate
would pass the committee’s
budget, but it wasn’t as certain
that the House would pass the
budget, said Brian Wilkerson,
communications director for the
speaker of the House.

Some representatives disagree
with the way the budget deals
with coal severance money and
the small, one percent raise to
teachers and state employees,
Wilkerson said.
Beshear issued a statement
shortly after details about the
budget were available.
“... I can say I’m disappointed
that the proposed budget does not
include any plan for additional,
recurring revenue so desperately
needed by Kentucky,” he said.
“Without much needed recurring
revenues, these and other vital
services will not be adequately
funded.”
The budget bill will go to
Beshear, and he will have until
April 14 to either sign it or veto
it. Both houses would then need
to have a two-thirds majority by
April 15 to override a veto.

“I really want to make sure
that the SGA’s integrity is where
it is,” Jordan said.
Owensboro sophomore Allison Haynes is a desk clerk in
Minton Hall and said she voted
at the station.
“It was just a polling station
for residents,” she said. “It
was just a way to get students
involved in the election.”
Haynes said when she was
approached about the station,
she was asked if she had voted
and was offered the opportunity
to use the station if she hadn’t.
She said the RAs running the
station made no mention of any
candidate, issue or campaign.
The Herald is withholding
the name of the RA who set up
the station, because she couldn’t
be reached for comment.
George Eklund, campaign

manager for the Red Towel
candidates, said he has no
knowledge of a polling station
by anyone affiliated with the
Red Towel Party.
Eklund said he met on Friday
with supporters to explain the
rules of campaigning.
He said he explained that
polling stations set up by
candidates or their supporters
were against the election codes.
Eklund said that he’d seen
the polling station in Minton
Hall, but the RA wasn’t affiliated
with the Red Towel Party.
Gilley said he has no
knowledge of a polling station.
“If something like that did
happen, it needs to be known,”
he said.

SGA President-Elect Johnathon Boles said that working
with the academy to strengthen
its student government and
ensuring academy students’
representation in SGA are
high on the agenda for his
administration.
Sosa also addressed the issue
of few applications to Western
by academy seniors.
Sosa said that he believed
the reason many academy

students chose to attend a
different college was a result
of Western’s limited science
degrees.
SGA hasn’t reached a
decision about the level of
academy involvement.
That process could be
lengthy, SGA President Jeanne
Johnson said.

Reach Michelle Day
at news@chherald.com.
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SGA to consider proposal to include
students’ majors on their diplomas

NEIL SIDERS
Herald reporter
Students’ majors could be
printed on diplomas under a
proposal presented by Registrar
Freida Eggleton to the Student
Government Association on
Tuesday.
The majors would be displayed near the bottom of the
diploma. Space would also
be allowed for students who
receive a double major.
There is no overhead cost of
the project, Eggleton said.
She said that their might
be some extra hours spent
verifying the majors, but
the actual changes would be
accomplished though altering
the computer program used to
print the diplomas.
Eggleton said that the idea
of printing majors on diplomas

was not out of the ordinary for
colleges.
“The distribution of colleges around the country that print
majors is about 50 percent,”
Eggleton said.
Eggleton said that the
administration needs feedback
from the students to decide
whether to pursue this option.
“There are pros and cons
associated with this project,”
Eggleton said.
Students who seek employment in their degree field
would benefit, because they
would able to display a degree
in their office that reinforces
the idea that they are well
qualified, Eggleton said.
Students who seek employment outside their degree field
could be hindered by such display, Eggleton said.
Eggleton said she hopes

Western will make a decision
before printing this May’s
diplomas. She said Western
would be able to decide after
receiving the recommendation
of the SGA.
SGA President Jeanne
Johnson said that it would take
at least a week for the SGA to
write legislation on the subject.
Johnson said that she hopes
the legislation will be ready for
next Tuesday’s senate meeting so
discussion can start immediately.
SGA
President-Elect
Johnathon Boles declined to
comment about the proposal,
pending SGA discussion.
Eggleton said that if the
SGA passes legislation next
week the changes could be
applied to May’s graduation.
Reach Neil Siders
at news@chherald.com.

BIG RED TRYOUTS

Ever Dreamed of
Being BIG RED?

Reach the reporters
at news@chherald.com.

INFO MEETING

5:00 PM on Thursday, April 10th
Diddle Arena Media Room

*Must attend meeting to be eligible for tryouts!

TRYOUTS

If you have questions, please
call Paula Davids at 745-6048.

Reach Neil Siders
at news@chherald.com.

5:00 PM on Monday, April 14th
Diddle Arena Main Floor

Howlin’ Good Time

Margarita
Monday

Margaritas $1.95
All Day
Beer of the Month $2.95

Karaoke
Tuesday

Karaoke 8:00 PM
12 Wings for $5.99
All Day
Beer of the Month $2.95

Biker
Cold Beer
Thursday
Here
Domestic
Wednesday $1.95Bottles
$1.95 - 22 oz.
Budweiser Draft
All Day

Entire Deck
Reserved All Day
Beer of the Month $2.95

Hot Server Sunday
Shuffleboard Tournament 4 PM
Rock Band 8 PM till Close
Margaritas - $1.95 1 PM till Close
$1.95 - 22 oz. Budweiser Draft 1 PM till Close
$1.95 Domestic Bottles 1 PM till Close
12 Wings for $5.99 All Day
(Hot Server Includes All Guests)

1780 Scottsville Road
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Merger

Continued
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1

“We have two good
governments at this time and
that closes the door on the
merger situation,” he said.
Local voters defeated a
merger plan by a wide margin
in 1990, according to Mayor
Elaine Walker.
Walker said she is opposed
to merging the city and county
governments because both
governments are delivering
services to the people in an
efficient manner.

Walker pointed out that there
are several joint ventures now
between the city and county.
The county handles the
contractual agreement for
garbage and waste removal
for the city and county.
She also said she sees no
public support for a merger.
Strow, a candidate in this
fall’s mayoral race, said he’s not
worried about possible negative
effects to his campaign caused
by his support for the study.
“I raised this issue as a city
commissioner,” he said.

CAMPUS LIFE

Reach Larry Rowell
at news@chherald.com.

LUKE SHARRETT/HERALd

Emily Gillespie, a junior from Roanoke, Va., attaches signs to her bike before the Fossil Fools’ day
bike ride on Tuesday afternoon. The bike ride helped raise awareness about alternative forms of transportation such as bicycles, as well as the negative effects of coal and mining on the environment.

Fossil Fools’ Day raises
energy use awareness

LAUREL WILSON
Herald reporter

Forecast – golden.

Now opeN

t

1680 Campbell Lane
Next to Barnes & Noble and Staples

taNNiNg

Cutting-Edge Beds • Knowledgeable Staff
Inviting Environment • Money-Saving Memberships
suntancity.com

that the group has decided to
have the bike ride once a month,
Gillespie said.
“We built an awareness of the
resources that people consume,”
she said. “People aren’t even
aware of the amount of fossil
fuels they use.”
There are many things that
people can do to help reduce
the amount of energy they use,
including biking or walking
instead of driving, unplugging
electronics that aren’t in use,
taking shorter showers and
reusing or recycling, Gillespie
said.
The goals of the bikers on
Fossil Fools’ Day and the campus
group GreenToppers are similar,
said Jim Coby, a GreenTopper
senior from Guntersville, Ala.,
who participated in the bike
ride.
He said he thinks that the
group of bikers alerted a lot of
people to energy issues, which is
also an aim of GreenToppers.
“We want to educate people
to the point where they change
their lifestyle,” Coby said.

term as Louisville mayor.
His speech will be open to
the public.

Based on a recommendation
from the Bowling Green
Area Convention and Visitors
Bureau, commissioners voted to
give $16,260 to the Bowling
Green Disc Golf Club.
Bowling Green operates
seven disc golf courses and
recently hosted the Budweiser
Select Amateur Championships
disc golf tournament that drew
more than 700 players from
around the country.

Reach Laurel Wilson
at news@chherald.com.

News briefs

Louisville mayor to urge
top students tomorrow
to stay in Kentucky

UNlimited

• Some restrictions apply.

Instead of pulling pranks
for April Fools’ Day, some
students participated in Fossil
Fools’ Day on Tuesday to raise
awareness about energy use.
Fossil Fools’ Day is an
international event sponsored
by the Energy Action Coalition,
which is made up of 46
organizations that support
fighting climate change,
said Brianna Cayo Cotter,
communication director for the
Energy Action Coalition.
Communities nationwide
have held Fossil Fools’ Day for
three years.
Its purpose is to get youth
to oppose “dirty energy,” or
environmentally harmful energy
sources such as fossil fuels, and
show support for climate justice,
Cotter said.
“It’s been very successful
in raising awareness,” Cotter
said. “It gets bigger and better
and more international every
year.”
This year, at least 100
awareness-raising efforts were
made by more than 1,000 people

in the U.S., Canada, the U.K.,
Australia, New Zealand, China
and India, Cotter said.
Some efforts involved
rallies, fliers on car windows
and instructional models.
The coalition leaves it up to
each community to decide how
best to take action.
Emily Gillespie, a senior
from Roanoke, Va., who
organized the first Fossil Fools’
Day at Western this year, chose
to have a critical mass bike ride
to show that fossil fuel usage
can be reduced.
About 20 students gathered at
Centennial Mall for a short rally
to unite and put signs on their
bikes with sayings such as “no
coal,” “clean air,” “honk if you
love bikes,” and “this revolution
will not be motorized.”
Then they blocked traffic
while riding their bikes in a 30minute loop around campus and
downtown to demonstrate the
importance of reducing energy
usage.
Many people took notice
of the bikers and honked, but
almost all of the feedback was
positive, Gillespie said.
The event was so successful

Louisville Mayor Jerry
Abramson will be at Western
tomorrow to kick off the
Bowling Green Bike Summit.
Abramson will speak at 9:30
a.m. in the Grise Hall auditorium
on the importance of keeping
Kentucky’s best students in
state.
This is Abramson’s second

— Michelle Day

City Commission buys
fire trucks, gives money
to disc golf club

Bowling
Green
City
Commissioners voted Tuesday
night to buy two fire trucks for
$762,194.

—Larry Rowell

WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY NONPROFIT JOB/VOLUNTEER FAIR
presented by the WKU ALIVE Center for Community Partnerships & WKU Career Services Center

Learn more about jobs and volunteer opportunities in the nonprofit field

Division of Student Affairs & Campus Services
Career Services Center
1906 College Heights Blvd., #11051
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1051
Phone: 270-745-3095, Fax: 270-745-3094
Career.Services@wku.edu
www.wku.edu/career

Wednesday,
April 9th
11:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
Downing University Center
Third Floor
Participating Nonprofits include:
American Heart Association, American Humanics,
American Red Cross, Barren River Long-term Care Ombudsman,
BGTC Adult Learning Center, BG-WC Humane Society
Capitol Arts, Commonwealth Health Free Clinic,
Community Action of Southern Kentucky,
Girl Scouts of Kentuckiana, Habitat for Humanity, Hospice,
Housing Development Alliance, Inc., Lifeskills, Inc., Office of the Blind,
Village Manor/Christian Care Communities, Warren County Citizen Corps,
and WKYU-FM
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WKU ALIVE Center for Community Partnerships
1818 31W ByPass
Bowling Green, KY 42101
Phone: 270-782-0082, Fax: 270-782-0922
alivebg@wku.edu
www.wku.edu/alive
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Robber causes scare at Firehouse Pizza
LARRY ROWELL
Herald reporter

LUKE SHARRETT/HERALd

Construction
has begun outside Gordon
Wilson Hall
on a concrete
plaza which will
house a new
bronze statue
entitled “Books
for Father.”
Construction
is expected to
be finished this
summer.

New sculpture to be placed
in front of Gordon Wilson
MARIANNE HALE
Herald reporter
A large hole in front of
Gordon Wilson Hall marks the
new home of another abstract
sculpture.
The new sculpture will be
“Books For Father,” one of
three sculptures Western purchased from Colorado-based
artist Kevin Robb.
Workers will continue excavating the area to improve the
look of the plaza that was there
before and install the new statue, landscape architect Helen
Siewers said.
The malfunctioning fountain
that once resided in that area
won’t return.
The fountain didn’t work
well and sometimes shot water
on nearby sidewalks, Siewers
said.
Concrete will be poured in
the deep hole to form a footer.
The hole must be deep so the
footer can be at the frost line
and prevent frost heaving.
Frost heaving occurs when
the ground freezes and thaws,
causing cracks.

C Y
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Sidewalks crack easily
because they aren’t very deep.
Frost heaving affected the
previous plaza area by causing
cracks.
“Books for Father” will be
placed on the new plaza.
“It’s a nice symbolic piece
about where knowledge can
take you,” said Brent Oglesbee,
interim art department head.
It’s a fitting location for the
statue because Gordon Wilson
used to be Western’s library,
Siewers said.
The sculptor’s inspiration
had more to do with a cathedral
than a library.
Robb found his inspiration
when he attended the funeral of
a friend who was a priest, said
his wife, Diane Robb.
A large book sat on the altar
in the cathedral during the service, and the person reading it
appeared overly showy when
turning its oversized pages,
Diane Robb said.
Robb told his wife he’d
found the inspiration for his
next sculpture, she said.
Robb named “Books for
Father” after his priest friend.

Robb also made the “On
Butterfly’s Wings” sculpture located between Minton
Hall and Downing University
Center.
But he made “Books for
Father” with a different medium, called fabricated bronze.
Robb cuts bronze pieces and
welds them together rather than
pouring hot bronze into a mold
to make his pieces.
He also uses a chemical coating called patina that protects
his sculptures from weathering.
The patina reacts to the metal
and creates different colors.
The patina makes “Books for
Father” look like a marble statue rather than bronze, Dianne
Robb said.
Sculptures like “Books for
Father” are as essential as computers, Oglesbee said.
Art students use them as
learning tools and the pieces
draw people to our campus, he
said.
“Books for Father” should
be in place in May or June.

Eric Sublett said he was
thankful to see the sunrise
Tuesday morning.
“He didn’t pull the trigger
— you don’t know how fortunate I feel,” Sublett said.
Sublett, owner of the
Firehouse Pizza on the 31-W
ByPass, was the victim of an
attempted armed robbery early
Tuesday morning.
Just before 2:40 a.m.,
Sublett was alone in the store
when an employee, Chris
Smith, returned to get something to eat, Sublett said.
About 10 minutes later,
while Sublett was in the office
and Smith was behind the counter, a man entered the store and
demanded money from Smith,
according to a Firehouse surveillance tape.
Smith said the man had
what appeared to be a gun
under his T-shirt.
Sublett said he was watching
the attempted armed robbery
unfold on the store’s surveillance monitors in the office.
He dialed 911 and told the

dispatcher at Bowling Green
Police headquarters that he was
being robbed, Sublett said.
The robber, unaware of
Sublett’s presence in the office
located just to the left of the main
counter, went behind the counter
to confront Smith and open the
cash register, Smith said.
Smith said he feared his life
was in danger when the robber
came behind the counter.
Smith said he told the robber he didn’t know how to
open the cash register.
Smith said he then asked
Sublett in a loud voice if he
knew where the cash register
key was kept.
The robber, realizing that
Smith was not alone, left from
behind the counter and fled
with no money, Sublett said.
At this point, Sublett came
out of the office and ran outside to see the robber get into a
light green or light blue SUV,
Sublett said.
Moments later, Sublett said,
several Bowling Green police
patrol units arrived and began
searching for the vehicle.
From the time the robber
entered the store to the arrival

of the police, about four minutes had passed, Sublett said.
Sublett described the robber
as a white male, 5-foot-10 inches tall, between 30 and 35 years
old, with short brown hair and
weighing about 165 pounds.
No arrests had been made at
press time, according to Barry
Pruitt, public information officer for the Bowling Green
Police Department.
Sublett and his wife, Tosha,
have owned Firehouse Pizza
for about five years, he said.
Sublett said this was the first
time he had ever been the victim of an attempted robbery.
Sublett said he tried to prepare for an armed robbery by
installing a silent alarm and
surveillance cameras.
“When I was on the phone
with the police dispatcher, I
tried to remain calm because I
was worried about my employee getting hurt,” he said.
Although Sublett and Smith
are still shaken by the ordeal,
business goes on as usual, from
4 p.m. to 4 a.m.
Reach Larry Rowell
at news@chherald.com.

Reach Marianne Hale
at news@chherald.com.
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Paris offers expensive bags, freedom
En français,
s’il vous plaît
Christina Howerton

On Saturday afternoon in
Paris, I left the Musée d’Orsay
in route to the Champs-élysées.
I crossed the Seine River, passed
through the Jardin des Tuileries.
I wandered through Place de la
Concord, where the guillotine
stood and followed the crowd
across the street. The Arc de
Triomphe grew larger with every
step.
My goal that day was to see a
real Vincent Van Gogh painting
at the Musée d’Orsay, which I
had successfully done, and to go
into a few designer stores such
as Chanel and Louis Vuitton.
Hey, I can dream.
I walked through giant glass
doors at Louis Vuitton that were
opened by big security guards
wearing black.

CebhWgbFhccbegJ>H

Then, I spotted the bag of my
dreams. It’s a deep, rich red with
a hint of a purple tint and some
funny phrases on the side.
It was behind glass. I planned
to drool over it a few minutes.
Then a woman marched in
front of me and said, in French
of course, “That one, please.”
The salesman proceeded to
wrap the bag, run the woman’s
credit card and hand both to her.
She marched out of the store
just as nonchalantly as she had
walked in.
I love fashion and follow it
like it’s my job, but I had never
seen someone drop 2,000 euros
like that.
I felt a little inferior, so I left
and found the nearest bench to
sit on until the shock left me.

I abandoned my plans to see
the Chanel store. It apparently
isn’t on the Champs and I didn’t
dare ask someone because of fear
that they’d say that if I had to ask,
then I probably shouldn’t know
where it is. That would make me
feel even more inferior.
As I sat there with the Arc
de Triomphe in front of me,
the Eiffel Tower behind me and
Parisians passing by with their
2,000-euro bags, I realized that
being in Paris is like seeing every
history book, fashion magazine
and Parisian film explode.
At first, I was overwhelmed.
I thought, “I’m sitting here
alone in this huge city that has
more people than I can fathom
exist, more history than I can
ever learn and more sights than
I can ever get around to seeing.”
Then I thought “hey, that’s kind
of cool. None of these people
know me and no one in the
world knows that I am sitting
here on this bench right now. I

could go do anything I want to
whenever I decide to stand up
because I’m in Paris. It’s all up
to me.”
I’ve never felt that free before.
I thought about the thousands of people that have passed
through Paris or even sat on
this same bench and felt the
freedom. I wondered what they
decided to do. Did they discover
they could follow a dream they
had swept under a rug? Did they
go to the top of the Eiffel Tower
and scream, “I love Paris?”
I chose to tuck the feeling
away so that I can refer back to
it whenever I’m feeling my life
get out of control.
Then I stood up, called my
friends to see where they were and
walked toward the metro station.

En français, s’il vous plaît is an occasional column about one student’s
study abroad experience in Dijon,
France. Reach Christina Howerton at
diversions@chherald.com.

BOWLING GREEN
Brownie Scouts
from Girl Scout
Troop 201 learn
how to weave on a
loom during a field
trip to Western’s art
department Tuesday
afternoon. The troop
was working to
complete their yarn
and fabric art badge
with Gloria Carrico,
part-time faculty in
consumer and family sciences and art
teacher.
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Girl Scouts weave T-shirts
AXiXeGTfgXWFb:bbW to earn art merit badge
Must Purchase 3 Pizzas • Offer Expires 6-30-08

(

Please mention coupon when ordering. One coupon per person per visit at participating Pizza Hut locations. Not valid in
combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Carryout or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area.
Delivery charge may apply.

RIALDA ZUKIC
Herald reporter
The colorful blue, green, yellow and pink strips of cloth
were woven in an irregular pattern, along with pink and white
yarn, with the cloth tied up into
knots sticking out of the weave
work.
Those strips were getting
woven together Tuesday as
students from Bowling Green
Christian Academy and Western
watched.
The elementary students
were there with their Girl Scout
troop to earn their yarn and
fabric art badge. Students from
Art 310, art education, also participated.
Gloria Carrico, Christian
Academy art teacher and consumer and family sciences professor, showed the participants
how to weave.
The girls gave Carrico Tshirts to be put into a weave
work.
Carrico said that it’s a lot of
hard work and that it took her
15 hours to tie the T-shirts into
the weave work.
“Everything has to be just
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right and tight or it won’t look
right,” Carrico said.
The girls watched enthusiastically as their art teacher
showed them how to weave on
the floor looms.
Carrico said that she wanted
the T-shirt knots to be in the
weaving because it has more
personal significance.
“The knots represent how
we’re all joined together as one,”
she said. “All of your kindness,
good spirits and hearts.”
Carrico said everyone weaves
differently, just like with handwriting.
Ashleigh Sewell, a third grade
student at Christian Academy,
said she liked doing the weaving because it was fun and she
learned something new.
“I like having Mrs. Carrico
as a teacher,” she said. “We
have a lot of fun.”
Carrico said she was excited
to show the Girl Scouts what
she does at Western.
She said she brings candy for
both her younger kids and her
Western students.
“You’re never too old to get
treated,” Carrico said.
She also said she acts the
same towards her Western stu-

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

dents and her younger students,
and that she is very passionate
about teaching.
Christy Schuette, a parent
of one of the Girl Scouts, said
Christian Academy is very
fortunate to have Carrico as a
teacher.
“Mrs. Carrico is so creative
and always comes up with new
things for them to do,” Schuette
said.
She also said she not only
inspires them creatively by
doing art projects, but she also
teaches them art education,
which is very important to the
parents.
The Western students were
doing a small version of weaving on cardboard that they
brought.
Shepherdsville
junior
Maggie McDade said that she
didn’t know much about weaving prior to watching Carrico
weave.
“Machines make things perfect,” Carrico said. “Our hands
don’t make things perfect, but
that’s what makes it so valuable.”
Reach Rialda Zukic
at diversions@chherald.com.
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Admissions targets Search
students earlier
Continued

EMILY ULBER
Herald reporter
The admissions office
is starting to recruit future
Hilltoppers earlier than ever.
The
first
Freshman
Academy, held on March 11,
is one method the admissions office is using to reach
potential Western students at
a younger age.
Others include Western’s
college fair efforts and telecounseling services.
“Ten years ago, I never
would have been talking to a
sophomore in high school,”
Admissions Director Scott
Gordon said. “Now people are
realizing you can’t just come
in and see us the week before
you graduate.”
Creation of the Freshman
Academy stemmed from a
request by local high schools
to have their freshmen visit
Western while the ACT was
being administered to juniors
statewide. Several of the high
schools’ teachers were serving
as proctors for the test.
The students listened to a
general information session
about Western. They participated in a question-andanswer panel with current
Western students and learned
what they should be doing for
the next three years to prepare
for college.
Nearly 700 high school
freshmen attended the event
from Grayson County High
School and Warren Central
High School.
However, Gordon said the
admissions office’s best tool
for recruiting is college fairs.
“Nothing can replace shaking a student’s hand, looking at them eye-to-eye and
answering parents’ questions
to their faces,” he said.

Travel expenses are having
to be tightened as a result of
the state budget cuts. Gordon
said the admissions office
considers the fairs important
enough to make them a priority.
“We still try to allow as
much travel as possible,” he
said. “Being out on the road
is vital.”
Admissions Counselor Will
Gramling represents Western
at college fairs.
He said when the high
schools host their own fairs,
it is common to see freshmen, sophomores, juniors and
seniors in attendance. He has
also gone to middle school
career days to speak to the
students about Western.
“That’s a totally different presentation,” Gramling
said. “You’re basically telling
them what college is going
to be like and why they need
to have good grades now to
prepare them for scholarships
later.”
Telecounseling Supervisor
Catron Burdette leads a team
of six Western students who
call potential incoming students, normally seniors in high
school, who have expressed
an interest in Western.
She said the high school students often feel more comfortable talking to current Western
students than to faculty.
Danville junior Ryan
Dickinson has worked as a
telecounselor for three years.
He said most of the conversations don’t last longer than 10
minutes, but he gets a wide
variety of questions.
“We’re kind of on the
front line of recruiting,” he
said. “It’s a fun job.”
Reach Emily Ulber
at news@chherald.com.
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“I think continuity is a huge factor
for keeping it going,” Horn said. “And I
can tell you from first-hand experience,
taking over a program that had a very
good coach and great success. But
having a different personality and a
different way of playing, that is a
challenging thing to do. Nobody’s right
and nobody’s wrong, it’s just very
challenging to do.
“I think we’ll take several steps back
if we don’t continue with some continuity
there. There’s no doubt Scott Cherry is
ready for the job and deserving of the job
and gives WKU the best opportunity to
move forward.”
Horn referred to both South Carolina
as “we” and Western as “we” during the
day.
As far as current recruits go, Bryan
Narcisse from North Augusta, S.C., signed
to play at Western. Horn said he talked to
all the recruits except for Jameson Tipping
as of Tuesday afternoon and encouraged
them to continue with their commitments
to play at Western.
As for current players, Horn met with
them Monday night before leaving for
South Carolina on Tuesday.
“I think I was probably a little more
emotional than they were because I had
recruited every one of those guys and had
developed a strong relationship with them
and cared about them a great deal,” Horn
said.
Calls to Athletics Director Wood Selig
regarding Western’s coaching search were
not returned.
Reach Andrew Robinson
at sports@chherald.com.

Leaving
Continued

from page

12

Fans shouldn’t see this move
as treachery, they should take it as a
compliment. The program must be doing
something right to be a breeding ground
for top-tier coaches.
Haskins, Gene Keady, Ralph Willard,
Dennis Felton. All names of coaches who
left Western in the last 25 years after six

SPORTS
t-shirts

While supplies last!
(Select styles only)

DANIEL HOUGHTON/HErALD

Former men’s basketball head coach Darrin Horn yells from the sidelines during the
first round of the NCAA game against Drake. Horn announced he would accept the
offer from the South Carolina to become the head coach on April 1.
seasons or less for the glorious pastures
known as the “BCS” Conferences.
Horn is walking into the perfect setting
for a successful mid-major coach making
the move to a bigger program, because he
is walking into a situation where there is
zero expectation.
He takes over a squad that finished
14-18 last season, has been to the NCAA
tournament only four times since 1974 and
competes in a conference that perennially
puts at least five teams in the Big Dance.
He won’t be asked to succeed right away,
but merely make the team respectable in a

couple of years.
Think of it like dining at Ruth’s Chris,
but taking an ugly date.
The run that Horn and the Toppers had
was amazing, but until the team can start
making the Sweet 16 consistently, the
community and fan base better get used
to Western being part of the coaching
carousel every few years.
Instead of complaining about what’s
gone, start talking about what could be.
Reach David Harten
at sports@chherald.com.
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BASEBALL

Tops go 1-1 against in-state opponents

RYAN CAREY
Herald reporter
Since Tuesday the Toppers
have beaten one in-state rival
and lost to another.
Western’s (15-11, 3-6 Sun
Belt Conference) four-game
winning streak came to an end
last night when the Toppers fell
to in-state opponent Kentucky
(23-4, 5-4 Southeastern Conference) 7-3.
The Toppers gave up two
runs in the first inning and
another three runs in the bottom of the third while only
scoring one of their own in the
first three innings.
Junior
pitcher
Matt
Hightower gave up six runs on
seven hits and struck out four
batters through four innings.
The pitching staff gave up
two home runs to Kentucky’s
junior centerfielder Collin
Cowgill.
Sophomore third baseman
Wade Gaynor went 2-for-3 at
the plate with two RBIs while
playing with a dislocated finger.
Sophomore first baseman
Jake Wells also had two hits
on the night, making him and
Gaynor the only two Toppers
with more than one hit.
Junior second baseman

Jeremy Coleman was one-forone on the night and scored
after a Hightower groundout.
Western had better luck
against another in-state rival.
The Toppers gave the season high 1,336 people in attendance for Tuesday’s game at
home against in-state rival
Louisville (15-10, 3-3 Big
East) a show.
Western’s offense drove in
10 runs against the Cardinals,
which played in last season’s
College World Series.
“Well, our guys at the bottom of the lineup have been
EVAN SISLEY/HErALd
doing a pretty good job of
getting on base and helping us Western’s baseball team celebrates Tuesday night following its
turn our lineup over recently,” victory over University of Louisville at Nick denes Field. Western
coach Chris Finwood said after defeated Louisville 10-5.
the Louisville game. “And
that’s something we’ve talked with the lowest ERA of 3.49, was the first reliever to come
about and something we knew got the start against Louisville. and didn’t allow any hits in his
we needed to get better at.”
Beach gave up four runs on 1.1 innings, earning his second
Knowing that the Toppers nine hits through 4.2 innings win of the season.
have the ability to win against of work.
Teague’s appearance was
a team that has the same coach“We knew Louisville was his second straight with no hits
ing staff and some of the team a pretty good swinging team and no runs allowed.
leaders from last year was great and they have two really good
Western will hit the road
for the team’s confidence, hitters in the middle of their for a three game series that
senior shortstop Terrence lineup,” Beach said. “And my starts at 3 p.m. tomorrow
Dayleg said.
job was to just go out and give against conference oppoThe pitching staff allowed us a chance to win.”
nent Florida Atlantic in Boca
only one run after the fifth
Beach also gave credit to Raton, Fla.
inning on five hits.
Western’s bullpen for coming
Senior pitcher Colby Beach, in and finishing the game.
Reach Ryan Carey
who leads the Toppers pitchers
Junior pitcher Evan Teague at sports@chherald.com.

www.wkuherald.com
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SPEED!

“

Means and ends join in genuinely glorious music-making.
The complexity of the music is fully expressed,
the diction is perfect, the emotions alive.

”

TuESDAY, APRil 8, 2008 7:30 P.m.
FiRST BAPTiST ChuRCh
FREE AnD OPEn TO ThE PuBliC

TRACK & FIELD

Western coaches
keep experience,
talent on Hill
ing for the NCAA championships the same year.
Other coaches who were
In his time at the helm, for- once Western athletes include
mer head coach Curtiss Long Michelle Murphy Scott, who ran
never had to go a long way for Western from 1990-1993,
in search of a coaching staff, earning six conference titles and
most of them were already on being named Western’s Female
the Hill.
Athlete of the Year in 1992-93.
Every coach on Western’s
Those two, along with coachstaff with the track and field es such as throws coach Craig
program have had prior experiMorehead, have all
ence with the team
been under Long’s
or the university.
tutelage.
“People talk
“It all starts
about nepotism
with Coach Long,”
and us being too
Morehead said. “We
ingrown,” Long
all have learned a
said. “But from
great deal from him.
my
standpoint,
He’s groomed us
when you have
into the people and
had great people
coaches we are.”
like we have had
Jenkins
said
throughout our
he sees a common
program, I like
thread in his coachgetting a known
ing staff.
quantity. We have
“I think when
always tried to do
you look at our staff,
that.”
everybody has a genLong was the
uine interest in the
head coach for 27
program,” Jenkins
years before relinsaid. “You have peoquishing
those
— Erik Jenkins ple who have a true
duties to current
Coach passion for the sport
head coach Erik
of track and field and
Jenkins at the end
for the university.”
of the fall season. He is still on
Jenkins said this was true in
staff as an assistant coach.
other sports as well, citing cur“Coach Long has forgotten rent women’s basketball head
things that I am still learning,” coach Mary Taylor Cowles as
Jenkins said. “It’s always good an example.
to have somebody that you can
The coaches will use all of
bounce ideas off and that you their experience when the teams
know will give you his honest split up to compete in both the
opinion.”
Florida Relays in Gainesville,
Jenkins was an athlete on the Fla. and the Stanford Invitational
team from 1995-1999. During in Stanford, Calif. this weekend.
that time he won the Sun Belt
Conference championship in Reach Chris Acree
the long jump in 1999, qualify- at sports@chherald.com.
CHRIS ACREE
Herald reporter

“I think when
you look at our
staff, everybody
has a genuine
interest in the
program. You
have people
who have a
true passion
for the sport of
track and field
and for the university.”

Spread
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This year, the Cultural
Enhancement Committee
is offering an additional
incentive to take part in
these entertaining and
enlightening lectures
and performances—
besides free admission!

Big Red Card to each
event—we will swipe
your card after each
event to record your
attendance, and use
this record to generate
your electronic raffle
tickets. The drawing
will be for one of two
You will accumulate
$500 book awards;
‘electronic raffle tickets’ winners will be
based on the number
announced in midof events you attend.
April. All full-time
Be sure to bring your
undergraduate and

graduate students are
eligible for the drawing.
For more information
about the Series or the
raffle, please call the
Potter College Dean’s
Office at 745-5204.

from page

12

“It makes it little harder with
two quarterbacks and different
styles,” Gabler said. “I like the
fact that we’re going to get
one.”
Last year, Black appeared in
12 games. His 134 attempts were
10 more than junior quarterback
David Wolke.
Elson said Wolke has missed
the early part of the spring with
an injury suffered in the weight
room.
Black said even through the

season last year, they were still
adding things to the offense,
making it difficult to grasp at
times.
The quarterback race could
provide an interesting storyline
up until the season opener as
Black and Wolke’s efficiency
last year was very similar.
“I’m not trying to make every
play,” Black said. “Just trying to
do what they tell me, whether it
is throw the ball short or deep.”
Western will cap the spring
season with their annual RedWhite scrimmage on April 19.
Reach Andrew Robinson
at sports@chherald.com.
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SOFTBALL

TENNIS

Lady Toppers fall Krug’s talent has come long way
6-5 to Evansville
SARAH HYMAN
Herald reporter

One Lady Topper grand slam
on Saturday, plus another Lady
Topper grand slam on Tuesday
equals two losses.
The equation doesn’t seem
plausible, but it fit Western’s
last two games.
Western (14-20, 2-9 Sun Belt
Conference) fell Tuesday to
Evansville 6-5, despite hitting its
second grand-slam in two games
and outhitting its opponent 124, extending its losing streak to
four games.
“The grand slam definitely
put us in the position to make
a comeback,” coach Tyra Perry
said. “But mental errors on the
bases and not playing aggressive
didn’t allow us to get it done.”
The Lady Toppers continued
their unhappy trend of giving
up early runs when the Aces put
three runs on the board in the
bottom of the first inning.
Western has given up a total
of 14 first inning runs during
the four-game losing streak.
In the fourth inning,
Evansville scored three more
runs, making the score 6-0.
The Lady Toppers prevented
the shutout in the fifth inning
when freshman pinch hitter
Sara Williams drove in sophomore designated hitter Shannon
Smith.
The second grand slam in two
games came off the bat of sopho-

more shortstop Kelsey McCauley
in the sixth inning to cut the deficit to one, but Evansville held off
the Lady Topper charge.
“All I was thinking about was
driving in runs, but the pitch was
there and I was able to hit it out,”
McCauley said. “Unfortunately,
we didn’t win, so the hit didn’t
really mean much.”
Junior pitcher Jennifer
Kempf (5-8) tallied the loss
despite giving up only four hits
in her six innings of work.
Perry said that she wasn’t
happy at all following the game
because they lost on mental errors. The Lady Toppers
recorded eight more hits than
the Aces and only one error.
“It’s been the same thing in
our losses,” she said. “It hasn’t
been the other team outplaying
us, it hasn’t been something not
bouncing the wrong way. It’s
been in our own hands.”
Junior
third
baseman
Rebecca Horesky said that the
major mental errors Tuesday
came on the base path.
“If we play like we’ve been
playing lately it’s going to be
hard to win, but if we play like
we know we can then we should
be all right,” she said.
Western returns home to play
Morehead State in a doubleheader starting at 2 p.m. today at the
WKU Softball Complex.
Reach Corey Ogburn
at sports@chherald.com.

t

COREY OGBURN
Herald reporter

It took sophomore Tommy Krug a long
time to arrive at Western.
Not because he experienced a tough
childhood or any unusual struggles in
recent years, it’s just that his hometown
is more than 7,000 miles away, in Doha,
Qatar.
“The flight takes forever,” he said,
drawing out the words for emphasis. “You
think it’s never going to end.”
Since first arriving in Bowling Green
last year, Krug has compiled a 19-3 record
for the Toppers, with 11 of those wins
coming as the No. 1 singles player.
After spending his freshman year at the
No. 2 and No. 3 positions, coach Jeff True
rearranged the lineup early this year.
“Tommy’s been a really solid player for
us the last few years, and that had a lot to

do with putting him at No. 1 this season,”
True said. “You hardly ever see him have
a bad week, and that makes a big difference in terms of getting a win.”
Getting wins is something Krug has
become accustomed to this season. He
compiled a 10-match win streak before
losing at Morehead State on March 22. He
has an 11-2 record on the season.
Senior Chad True, who plays at No.
2 singles, said Krug’s consistency has
affected the team’s attitude this year.
“We know Tommy has the ability to
play tough against anyone,” he said. “If
we know we’re going to get top singles,
it takes off some pressure from the rest of
the guys.”
Krug said his Middle Eastern upbringing did contribute to his tennis success.
“Being successful in sports is really
important in Qatar, and all through the
Middle East,” he said. “Once you show that

you’re good at something, there’s a lot of
pressure to be the best. That’s what I’m trying to do, is be the best tennis player I can.”
Krug said he heard about Western from
an American who teaches lessons at a tennis club where Krug plays in Qatar. He
was put in contact with True and knew
that he wanted to continue his career at
Western.
“It’s been really great to be able to play
in America,” he said. “I didn’t really know
how well I would be able to play so far
from home, but it’s been great to be able
to contribute so much to the team in such
a short time.”
The Toppers will play at Tennessee State
at 11 a.m. on Sunday. The Lady Toppers
will face Middle Tennessee State at 2 p.m.
tomorrow in Murfreesboro, Tenn.
Reach Sarah Hyman
at sports@chherald.com.

SportS BriefS

Lady Toppers 14th
at Larry Nelson Invite

The Western women’s golf
team fired a final round 327
on Tuesday, its lowest score of
the three-round Larry Nelson
Collegiate Invitational, to finish the tournament in 14th
place with a cumulative score
of 987 (332-328-327).
Junior Lauren Scholl earned
the team’s highest overall finish of the tournament by firing a 234 (78-76-80), which
placed her tied for 13th overall
in a field of 88 golfers. Scholl,
who is in her first reason at
Western, now has four top-20
finishes thus far in the season
and has carded the team’s best
score at eight of its nine events
this season.

The Lady Toppers will
return to action on Sunday,
April 12 when they begin
play at the two-day Ball State
Cardinal Classic in Muncie,
Ind.

Long places in top-10;
Western ties for sixth
at MTSU tournament

Senior Brent Long used a
final-round two-under-par to
finish tied for seventh in the
Middle Tennessee State Aldila
Intercollegiate, while the
Toppers played to the round’s
best score of 283 to move into
a tie with Troy for sixth place.
Long led the Toppers finishing the tournament at oneover-par, 217.

The Toppers will be on the
course again in Scottsdale,
Ariz., on April 7th at the
Cowboy Classic. The tournament is set to tee-off at 8 a.m.

Murray wins Kicks For
Cancer Tournament

The Western women’s soccer program hosted its third
annual WKU 7v7 Kicks
for Cancer Tournament on
Saturday at the WKU Soccer
Complex.
Competing teams from
Murray State, Southeast
Missouri State, Spalding,
Centre College and two from
Evansville joined the Lady
Toppers in raising money and
awareness in the fight against

cancer.
Western entered two teams
in the event, placing third and
fourth after clinching their
respective brackets. In a marathon day of soccer, Murray
State outlasted Evansville in
the championship match.
The coaching staff chose
redshirt freshman Taylor
Thomas as the team’s most
valuable player for the tournament.
The
women’s
soccer
team will be back in action
on Saturday, as they travel
to Lexington to take on the
Kentucky. The game is scheduled for 1 p.m.
—WKU Athletics
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The College Heights Herald is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

Savannah Thomas, Classifieds Manager

For Rent

For Rent

For Rent

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

All Utilities Paid!
1 BR $549; 2 BR $599
3 Minutes to Campus!
New Fitness Center!
New Business Center &
Computer Lab! New hardwood!
Sparkling Pool!
Now Pre-Leasing for
Spring/Summer Semester.
Call 781-5471
www.greenhavenapartments.com

1 Block from WKU
Very nice, 2 bdrm apartments
1328 Adams St. $375/month
Lease and Deposit Required.
No Pets. Call 846-2397

2 bdrm Cottage. Close to
Campus. $650/month. Utilities
included. No lease required. No
pets. Call 843-3101.

The College Heights Herald
is now hiring for the Fall semester
for the following positions:
Advertising Department: Ad
Manager, Sales, Production;
Writing: News, Sports, Features
& copy editors; Graphics: page
designers, graphic designers,
cartoonist; Photography: staff
photographers; Online: online assistants; Systems Managers (must
know Mac OsX). The Herald
also has a delivery position open!
The Herald is a great Resume
Builder! Come by Adams- Whitaker Student Publications Center
(across from Mass Media) to pick
up an application.
Ad Manager application is due on
April 4th, 2008. All others are
due April 25th, 2008.

Retail Pool Company:

PAID ADVERTISING

••••••••••••••••••••

3-4 bdrm. house at
1112 Chestnut.
2 bath Central heat & air.
W/D hookup. $850;
1 bdrm. apartments $325-$375
Call 781-8307.

••••••••••••••••••••

1 Block from WKU
4 bdrm. $1400/month including
utilities. Deposit required.
Call 796-7949.

••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••

1 Block from Cherry Hall
2 bdrm. Apartment $650/mo.
including utilities. Deposit
required. Call 796-7949

••••••••••••••••••••

3 bedroom, 1 bath
Upstairs Apartment
1036-B Park St.
Some utilities included.
$525/month.
Call (270) 782-7885

••••••••••••••••••••

4 bdrm. house near WKU
Heat & Air, 2 1/2 Baths,
Call 270-796-3169

••••••••••••••••••••

Close to WKU
2 bdrm. $425/month plus
utilities and deposit.
Call 796-7949.

••••••••••••••••••••

ApArtment Hunting?

••••••••••••••••••••

Services

Paul’s Barber Shop
$12 Haircuts
1557 31 W Bypass
Call 781-2896. John, Kenny,
Terry, Tracey & John.

••••••••••••••••••••

For Sale

2 well-kept rental houses
2 bdrm. and 4 bdrm.
Generates $1,055/month
3 blocks from WKU Campus
Call 270-791-2646

••••••••••••••••••••
Roommate Wanted
••••••••••••••••••••

Travel

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for

misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim.

Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to
send money or provide credit card information.

Publisher’s Notice: All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject
to the Fair Housing Act of 1968 which makes it illegal to advertise “any
preference, limitation, or discrimination based on race, color, religion,
sex, or national origin, handicapped status, families with children, or any
intention to make such a preference, limitation or discrimination.” This
newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which
is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.
Please notify the Fair Housing Council at 502-583-3247 or 1-800-5583247 if you feel there has been a violation.
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but not required. Fun working

Plan It Michigan, the free

atmosphere. Paid holidays, plus

Aqualand 1260 Campbell Ln.

phil@studentmediagroup.com or

Apply in person from 10-6,

www.studentmediagroup.com

Rafferty’s Restaurant & Bar,
an employee owned company,
is now hiring servers. Lunch
and dinner shifts available.
Apply in person at 1939
Scottsville Road. 842-0123

••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••

Pool Service Company:

Motivated student for parttime or full-time outside

Textbooks

staff. Apply in person at 1780

Lost & Found

Undercover Shoppers

Pets & Animals
••••••••••••••••••••

Help Wanted
Earn $800-$3200 a month
to drive brand new cars
with ads placed on them
Please visit
www.AdCarClub.com

Want

Scottsville Road. 843-9357.

••••••••••••••••••••

Earn up to $150 per day.

person. Great summer job.

Apply in person from 10-6,

Seeking outgoing individuals
for summer Tour Guides and

••••••••••••••••••••

15 hours per week or
can be 20 hours if required

••••••••••••••••••••

Hours between 8am-5pm
weekdays
Up to 40 hours a week
offered during summer break
$7.00/hr
Knowledge of Dreamweaver,
HTML, Adobe Photoshop, etc.

is now hiring for the position of

Landscape Maintenance
It is a great Summer

Cashiers. Must be dependable

Employment Opportunity.

public. Please apply in person

908 Broadway Ave

and enjoy working with the

Apply in person at

at 2818 Nashville Rd. EOE

No phone calls please.

to place a

and weekend work will be
required. Come by the Bowling
Green Country Club to fill out
an application.

Ask for Jerry.

Ln. Bowling Green.

establishments. Exp. Not RE.
LOST RIVER CAVE

••••••••••••••••••••

Dishwashers and servers needed. Must be dependable and
have flexible schedule. Night

Aqualand 1260 Campbell

to judge retail and dining
Call 800-722-4791

for more info.

Web Design/
E-Government Internship
Summer 08 - Spring 09

Undercover Shoppers needed

••••••••••••••••••••

Call Phil at 610-696-8384 ext 101,

Bowling Green. Ask for Chris.

Paid holidays, plus bonus pkg.

sphere by joining our service

student planner avail. each fall!

GREAT RESUME BOOSTER!

Miscellaneous
••••••••••••••••••••

mktg internship working for

bonus pkg. Great summer job.

Join this fast-paced, fun atmo-

••••••••••••••••••••

FOUND: The Man of my
Dreams! Happy 3 Year
Anniversary, Matthew.
I love you!-Sara
••••••••••••••••••••
www.chandlerpropertymanagement.com
••••••••••••••••••••
••••••••••••••••••••

POSITION. REAL sales and

service help. Will train right

Double Dogs is now hiring

SALES and MARKETING

time of full-time retail clerk.

Chemistry background helpful,

••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••

Call Today 270-782-8282 or visit

Motivated student for part-

Must receive course credit
for internship

Interested applicants should
contact Josh Foster at
393-3488 or email resume to
josh.foster@bgky.org.
The deadline for submitting
your resume is April 4, 2008.
The City of Bowling Green is an
Equal Opportunity Employer and
a Drug-Free Workplace.

classified ad? call today! 745-2653

Pricing:$6 for first 15 words, 30¢ each additional word.
Deadlines: Tuesday’s Paper: 4pm Friday, Thursday’s Paper: 4pm Tuesday.
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INSIDE
Baseball

▼

Team goes 1-1 vs.
Kentucky schools.
PAGE 10

Softball

▼

Lady Tops lose fourth
straight. PAGE 11

Tennis

▼

Player brings talents from overseas.
PAGE 11

Track

Coaching staff is WKUbred. PAGE 10

▼

EVENTS
Thursday

▼

Softball vs. Morehead
State, 2 p.m.

SportS

Thursday, April 3, 2008
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, Kentucky

www.wkuherald.com

MEN’S BASKETBALL

With Horn gone, search begins for new coach

ANDREW ROBINSON
Herald reporter
It didn’t turn out to be an elaborate
April Fools’ Day joke that coach Darrin
Horn left to take the head coaching position at South Carolina.
Horn was introduced on Tuesday as
South Carolina’s next head coach. He
replaces Dave Odom, who retired at the
end of the season.
“I just think that after a lot of careful consideration between my wife and
I, we felt like this was the direction we
needed to go and it was a good opportunity,” Horn said in a teleconference
on Tuesday. “That being said, Western
Kentucky University will always be a
special place to me.”
Horn said that both South Carolina
and Western put their offers out on the
table, unbeknownst to what each other’s
was. Horn also said that it was never a
back-and-forth thing.
“I don’t think what it was or wasn’t is
the important thing,” Horn said. “I think

the important thing at the end of the day
is that’s not the reason I made the decision. This has never been about money
or financial packages or any of that for
me.”
A clause in Horn’s former contract at
Western requires him to play Western
with South Carolina in a four-year homeand-home series. Horn said he expected
to adhere to the clause, but will have to
discuss it with South Carolina officials.
So now, after a season that produced
Western’s furthest run into the NCAA
Tournament in the last 15 years, players
and fans alike await.
And through the waiting, the Internet
message boards have lit up with their
ideas of who they want to see at the helm
of the Toppers next year.
From within the current staff, Western
could look at assistant coach Scott
Cherry.
Cherry was endorsed by Horn on
Tuesday.
See SEARCH,

page

9

PhOTO COurTESY OF ThE DAILY GAMECOCk

Darrin horn accepts a South Carolina logo tie from South Carolina Board of Trustees
president herbert Adams after being introduced as the newest head basketball
coach at South Carolina. horn was 111-48 in five seasons at Western.

FOOTBALL

COLUMN

Coaches leaving,
get used to it

Friday

Baseball at Florida
International, 6 p.m.

OutSide the ‘BOx
David Harten

Women’s Tennis at
Middle Tennessee, 2
p.m.

▼

Track and Field at
Florida Relays

Saturday

Baseball at Florida
International, 3 p.m.

▼

LukE ShArrETT/hErALD

Sunday

The hilltoppers run plays to sharpen their offensive system during practice on Wednesday. Western will hold their red vs.
White spring scrimmage at 7 p.m. on April 19 Smith Stadium.

Baseball at Florida
International, 1 p.m.

Spring Cleaning

Women’s Tennis at
Tennessee State, 11
a.m.

▼

Men’s Tennis at
Tennessee State, 11
a.m.

Monday

Men’s Golf at Cowboy
Classic, Scottsdale,
Ariz.

Offense, depth chart to see some changes
2008 FOOTBALL SChEDuLE
Aug 30 at Indiana
Sep 6 at Eastern Kentucky
Sep 13 at Alabama
Sep 20 MURRAY
Sep 27 at Kentucky

ONLINE

Oct 4

at Virginia Tech

Oct 11 BALL STATE

▼

Check wkuherald.
com for updates on the
WKU coaching search.

Oct 18 FLORIDA ATLANTIC
Nov 1

NORTH TEXAS (HC)

Nov 8

at Troy

Nov 15 MIDDLE TENNESSEE
Dec 6

CONTACT
Sports Editor
DAVID HARTEN:
sports@chherald.com
Photo Editor
LIBBY ISENHOWER:
photo@chherald.com

at Florida International

ANDREW ROBINSON
Herald reporter
Junior receiver Jake Gabler
said he thought Western’s spring
football practice went pretty well
on Tuesday afternoon at Smith
Stadium.
And then all of a sudden, seemed
to take a turn for the worse for the
players.
Coach David Elson stood at midfield yelling at his players to hustle
and to circle up. He had them doing
a chopping drill with their legs as it
appeared they were about to do updowns for some conditioning.
“I didn’t know what we had
done,” Gabler said.
It appeared Elson’s temper got
hotter as the few minutes passed.
Then he stopped, blew his whistle and said, “April Fools’.”
“I was trying to figure out if
someone got in a fight or something. I was kind of upset,” redshirt
freshman quarterback K.J. Black
said.
And as the Toppers enter their
second of two transition years into

the Football Bowl Subdivision, they
may not necessarily be acclimated
to Elson’s quick pranks on the field,
but for Gabler, the spread offense is
becoming more comfortable.
“We’ve got one year under our
belt with the new offense,” Gabler
said. “With (senior wide receiver)
Curtis (Hamilton) leaving, there’s
some big shoes to fill. But we’re all
stepping up and we’re learning and
things are starting to click.”
Gabler pointed out that with
experience comes chemistry with
the other players on the field and
things flow better.
“That’s the thing we’re excited
about, we’re not changing anything
dramatically in all three phases,”
Elson said.
Statistically, Gabler will be the
Toppers’ No. 1 returning receiver
next year. He caught 35 passes, and
averaged 12.2 yards per catch. He
also scored three touchdowns.
Elson said earlier in the week
that he planned on using just one
quarterback in the fall.
See SPREAD,
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Traitor, jerk, back-stabber, sell-out.
Along with various other derogatory
names — many of them I can’t print in this
column — these are just a few of the labels
I’ve heard people on and around this campus give to newly departed coach Darrin
Horn after he packed up and high-tailed it
for the warmer weather and bigger bucks in
Columbia, South Carolina.
I keep hearing the same thing over and
over, and it basically sounds like, “he has
a great thing going here, why would he
leave? He’s an alum. He’s abandoning his
players at the peak of his success, what a
horrible person.”
If the people
making that gripe
would listen to
at least part of
what they are saying, they’d realize they’re making Horn’s case
for him ... and he
thanks you for it,
it makes it easier
on him.
He’s leaving
at the peak of the
team’s success.
The perfect time
for a head coach
at a mid-major
program,
alma
mater or not, to
take his expertise
to the next level,
where reputations and financial statuses are
cemented.
Horn was never going to win the national title at Western. Teams from the Sun
Belt Conference lack the funds, recruiting
prowess, national recognition and overall
talent to compete for one. Point and case:
The Toppers are the only team from the
conference to win an NCAA tournament
game since 1992.
Yes, Horn was an alumnus. Yes, he built
the program to where it is, and it would
be great to see him take it further. But on
many levels, except for, at this point, maybe
on the basketball court, the Toppers can’t
compete with the Gamecocks.
South Carolina isn’t just A state university like Western, it is THE state university.
They play in the Southeastern Conference,
a conference that currently owns both the
NCAA Division I football and men’s and
women’s basketball championships, the
major revenue sports. None of the current members of the Sun Belt have won a
national title in any of those sports (and no,
Western’s 2002 I-AA title does not count).
It hurt Horn to leave the school that he
helped cultivate into a winner both as a
player and a coach. Stuff like that always
hurts, just ask Clem Haskins. But money
talks, and Horn, like any coach looking to
better himself, listened.
Wood Selig said the university put down
a “competitive offer” to try and keep Horn.
I don’t know what he would define as
“competitive,” but I highly doubt it could
compete with a university that signed Horn
for more than this university pays it’s president.

Fans shouldn’t
see this move
as treachery,
they should
take it as a
compliment.
The program
must be doing
something right
to be a breeding ground
for top-tier
coaches.

See LEAving,
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